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Fall 2011 Issue 

  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

NEW FORMAT  
 

PLAN TO ATTEND:  Plan to attend the SMMBCH Annual Membership meeting on November 5 th  and 6th  2011, 

at Brushy Creek, Black, Missouri.  

 

NEW FORMAT:  There will be time to bring your horse or mule and ride.  The meeting will be held on Satur-

day morning at 9:00 A.M. and there will be time to ride the trails during the afternoon. The banquet will be 

held Saturday night.  An early breakfast will be provided on Saturday by SMMBCH for those who check in 

Friday night or arrive early Saturday morning.  Plan to stay over, attend Cowboy Church on horseback, and 

ride the trails before leaving on Sunday.  

 

BLUE GRASS FAMILY BAND:  We will have a really good family Blue Grass band on Saturday night.  They 

provided entertainment for the National BCHA meeting in Branson and are a Branson quality group.  

 

SILENT AUCTION AND DOOR PRIZES:  There again will be a silent auction of many desirable items with a 

regular auction to be held later.  Door prizes will be awarded during the meeting.  

 

NEW TRAIL BEING DEVELOPED:  Come find out about a completely new equestrian trail, the Roger Pryor 

Backcountry Trail that SMMBCH is helping develop with the LAD Foundation.  

 

BUSINESS:  Three board members are up for election and all officersõ positions are open for election.  Con-

sider running for a position or nominating someone to represent your interests.  

 

REPORTS AND ORGANIZATION UPDATES:  Find out about what SMMBCH is doing and learn about the 

organization.  

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:  Registration information and additional information is included in an-

other section of the newsletter.  Come and stay or plan to drive in early.  Your participation and input is im-

portant.  Registration will be made directly with Brush Creek.  

 

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE REGISTRATION PAGE AND INFORMATION on page 2!!!!  

 

I will be looking forward to seeing you there.  

 

Eldon Kreisel, SMMBCH President.  
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  Show- Me Missouri Back Country Horsemen  

2011 Annual Membership Meeting  

November 5, 2011  

YOU HAVE BEEN HEARD!  Chapter members and Members -at -Large have expressed strong support for hold-

ing the Annual Membership Meeting in conjunction with an opportunity to trail ride. The Membership Meeting 

sets the course of action for your organization for the next year.  It is vital that members support and voice 

their opinions and wishes at this once -a-year meeting. Acting for you, SMMBCH Board of Directors has con-

tracted with Brushy Creek Resort to host this yearõs Annual Meeting.  So, mark your calendar to attend your 

2011 Membership Meeting and ride the trails at Brushy Creek!  Brushy Creek has 35 + campsites and several 

cabins.  Register with Brushy Creek (573 - 269 - 4600) to reserve your campsite/cabin.  

 

WHEN:  November 4 -5-6, 2011 

WHERE:  Brushy Creek Resort, Black, MO. Directions from Rolla. ( From I -44 at Rolla, 63 Hwy  south, turn left 
on  Hwy 72 to Salem, then east on 32 to Hwy KK. South on KK to J, then east on J for 6 miles.  Look for sign.)  
 Directions from St. Louis. (I -55 to US 67 S. Follow 67 S. to Farmington.  Take 221 (right) 8.5 miles to NN.  
Take NN 4.2 miles to N.  Left on N 6 miles. Turn right on 21 N. for .2 miles to N.  Left on N 19 miles to 21/72.  
Right on 21/72 miles to Hwy 49.  Turn right on 49 for 5 miles to J. Straight on J 6 miles.  Look for sign on left.  
 

AGENDA 

November 4th (Friday) Arrive and enjoy riding trails on your own.  Trails are marked and maps available.  

November 5 th  (Saturday)   8:00 ð 9:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast at Lodge dining room - provided by  

    SMMBCH. 

     9:00 ð 12:00 a.m.  BUSINESS AND MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

    12:00 ð 5:30 p.m.  Ride and enjoy trails  

    5:30 p.m.  Banquet and live Auction  

    Live music ð BACKYARD BLUEGRASS BAND.  This musical bluegrass family per

    formed at The National Meeting we hosted in Branson 2010.  You will enjoy this!  

November 6th (Sunday) 9:00 ð 9:15 a.m.  Cowboy Church on horseback.  Fun ride on Sunday.  

 

COSTS:  Brushy Creek is giving a 10% discount to SMMBCH members on campsites and cabins.  Listed below is 

their standard fee, remember to plan for 10% less!  

Campsite w/electricity and water:  $15 per night + $10 for each person.  

Campsite ð primitive:  $5 per night + $10 for each person.  

Stalls:  $8 per stall per day.  

Cabin: $85 per night for single occupancy + $10 each additional person.  Cabins accommodate 4 persons.  

 

BANQUET:  $15 per person less 10% - $13.50.  Brushy Creek will provide additional meals upon request.  You 

may purchase or do your own meals at your campsite.  

 

SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION  

Remember to bring items for the silent and live auction. Bidding on the silent auction will take place before and 

during the business meeting.  The live auction will be held after the Banquet Saturday evening.  These auctions 

are fund raisers for SMMBCH and funds go back to support Chapter events and keeps your organization run-

ning.  Clean out your tack room, closets, and garage ð items do not need to be horse related. Your participation 

is needed and appreciated!  
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS  

SMMBCH  State Organization is issuing a call for nominations for the November membership meeting.  

Meeting will be held November 5th , 2011.  

 

The following state offices will be open for election or re-election: 

 

 Board Member---Three Year Term  President       One Year Term 

 Board Member---Three Year Term  Vice President One Year Term 

 Board MemberðThree Year Term   Secretary  One Year Term 

        Treasurer  One Year Term 

 

 Individuals interested in running or nominating an individual to run, will need to send the name of the candi-

date and a resume to Russ or Eldon: 

 

  Russ Martin           Eldon Kreisel 

  3948 South 92    20695 Hwy H 

  Bolivar.  MO. 65613    Hughesville,  MO.  65334 

  417-326-5687     660-827-0782 

  foxtrot40@windstream.net   edkreisel@gmail.com 

 

MAKE SURE THAT ANYONE NOMINATED HAS GIVEN THEIR PERMISSION AND IS WILLING TO 

RUN! 

 

The three year terms of  Russ Martin,  Bob Voyles and Ken Legan will be coming to a close and up for elec-

tion. 

     Indian Trails Chapter Report 
 

On July 14, 2011, five members of the Indian Trails Chapter met with the local Missouri Dept of Conservation  

(MDC) to discuss a variety of topics. One of the main concerns was the rerouting of a trail.   Allison Schottenhaml 

came prepared as always and presented an option to MDC that would allow the restoration of the current trail along 

with a maintenance plan.  A copy of the Equestrian Trail Building book was presented to Jan Hancock.  MDC agreed 

the above option is one they will consider. 

 

Work continues on the old Baker Cemetery project, with the approval from MDC, to install benches at two locations.  

The benches were donated by Arthur Banks, an SMMBCH member, and the other by Stan & Connie Manion of 

St.Clair, Missouri.  The Indian Trails Chapter has completed a total restoration of this old cemetery, including the 

construction of two large hitching posts as well as changes to one of the entrances.  Gene Atterbery, another member 

of the group, asked and received permission to remove two T-posts and replace them with landscape timbers.  A big 

thanks to Gene for his contribution! 

 

The Chapter is also making plans for National Public Lands Day on September 24, 2011.  Work will be done to re-

build several areas that have been destroyed, as well as cleaning trails, and schooling others how to officially close 

an old trail. Lunch will be provided to volunteers on this day by the Chapter. Invitations to the public and youth 

groups have been sent out and all are welcome to volunteer and be a part of making Public Lands a success! 
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   SMMBCH WELCOMES NEW CHAPTER 

        òBROWNFIELD CHAPTERó 
A new chapter has been added to the Show -Me Missouri Back Country Horsemen family.  Welcome to our new 

Brownfield Chapter members!  Chapter leader Lynetta Berncich presented the required paperwork and chapter 

member list to the Board of Directors at the last BOD meeting on July 27 th .  They are up and running with pro-

jects planned within the Mark Twain National Forest primarily on the Cole Creek trail or locally known as Brown-

field trails.  This trail is located east of Lebanon off 32 highway.  Lynetta with others in her chapter have al-

ready developed a strong working relationship with the forest service ranger over the Cole Creek area.  The 

timing has been perfect for the formation of the chapter and the need of the Cole Creek trails to be rescued 

from neglect and lack of maintenance.  Lynetta has had a vision for the possibilities of this trail area and was 

trying to keep the trails cleared on her own.   When learning of SMMBCH and its purpose and mission, she was 

quick to contact members of the close Tri -Lakes Chapter to ask for assistance.  

 

A combined Chapter project is planned for National Public Lands Day on September 24 th  with the Tri -Lakes 

Chapter.  The two chapters are coming together to meet at the Cole Creek Trail Head to meet with MTNF rang-

ers for a day of marking and clearing trails. There will also be time for fun and fellowship with a cookout 

planned for Saturday night after a good day of clearing trails.  

 

Again, SMMBCH is proud and pleased to welcome the Brownfield Chapter.  With each new chapter our organiza-

tion not only gains new trail riding friends who share the SMMBCH vision, but grows our organization to gain a 

stronger voice to speak for the recreational trail riders and protect our right to ride.  

Eldon Kriesel, Lynetta Berncich & Russell Martin  

FREE WEEKEND CAMPING 

Offered by J Bar S Horse 

Camp (Osceola, MO) 

October 8 th  weekend 
 

SMMBCH will be holding a weekend work 

party to help clear and clean the trails 

located on the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers land around Truman Lake.  Mark 

your calendar for the weekend of Octo-

ber 8 th .  Call J Bar S Horse Camp (417 -

644 -0212) to reserve your campsite. J 

Bar S offers campsites with electricity/

water or primitive camping.  This offer is 

for SMMBCH members state -wide.  Invi-

tations to attend will also go out to the 

past client list.  J Bar S has new owner-

ship and recently reopened after being 

closed for a number of years.  
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 Groundbreaking Ceremony for RPT Grant at Clarence Cannon Dam  

   

NEMO River Valley Chapter representatives participated in a groundbreaking ceremony for a 

Recreational Trails Program Grant project at Clarence Cannon Dam and Mark Twain Lake Part-

nership Celebration on August 13, 2011.  The grant, written by Corps of Engineers land manag-

ers with NEMO River Valley Chapter as the partner, will provide two restroom facilities and a 

pavilion.  One restroom and the pavilion will be located near the Frank Russell horse corral, the 

Joanna Trail horse camping area.   Construction will begin this fall on the restroom at that loca-

tion.  The second restroom will be located at the Spalding trail head, which is the major day -

riding staging area.  All equestrians using these two staging areas will benefit from these wel-

come amenities.   The NEMO River Valley Chapter members pictured are Carol Snell, Mary K. 

Church, Pat Reinebach, and Wayne Lake. 

 

Bob See, Ralls County Commissioner;  Carol Snell, Mary K. Church, Pat Reinebach, and Wayne 

Lake, NEMO Valley Chapter, SMMBCH; Colonel Christopher Hall, USACE, St. Louis District 

Commander; Chris Buckland, Missouri Department of Natural Resources;   Lindell Shumake, Mis-

souri State Representative; Allen Mehrer, USACE Natural Resource Specialist; Sandra 

Spence, USACE Operations Manager; and Lou DellõOrco, USACE, St. Louis District Chief of 

Operations, Readiness and Regulatory Division.  
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Dates To Remember  
  

Sept. 17th  Fun Ride -Cuivre River State Park 9:30 -Cuivre River Chapter -Carole Shortt  caroleshortt1@yahoo.com  

Sept. 17th  Mountain Riders Co -Sponsor of Youth Show -MFTHBA Versatility Arena -Bob Voyles 

Sept. 24th  National Public Lands Day -Tri Lakes and Brownsfield - 

Sept. 24th National Public Lands Day -Indian Trails Chapter will work on the Berryman Trail -Kathy Larue  

Sept. 24 -25  National Public Lands Day -NEMO Chapter -R & R Campground at Vonõs place   Mary K Church 

October 8th NEMO work day -TBA 

Oct. 15th  Fun Ride -Cuivre River State Park 9:30 -Cuivre River Chapter -Carole Shortt  caroleshortt1@yahoo.com  

Oct. 22 -23  Trail Maintenance & Campout -NEMO Chapter -Mary K Church  

Nov. 5  Annual Membership Meeting -Brushy Creek Lodge, see page 2 for more details  

Nov. 12th  Adopt -a-Highway Clean-Up-Tri Lakes Chapter -Marsha Copeland 

 

See additional dates on the calendar page on the web,  www.showmebch.org.  

 

Service Committee Report  
      Mary K Church  

It is evident that members are busy, as the volunteer hour reports are coming to me on a regular basis.  There are a 

couple of things of interest for the membership.  The new rates, based on Forest Service values, that were ap-

proved during the BCHA national board meeting in April, are reflected in these numbers.  Miles driven to do volun-

teer work may qualify as a tax deduction, if you itemize on your tax return.  Ask your tax accountant about 

this . 

As of August 31, I have recorded:  

    People Hours     2,687  

    Miles Driven    26,758  

    Equipment Hours        200  

    Stock Days         236  

    Donations   $1022  

    Total Value             $118,471  

When I visit with people on the trails, most tell me they think the public land agencies are doing all the mainte-

nance!  I do enlighten them, and hope you all take the opportunity to do the same when out there working or riding.  

I also carry SMMBCH brochures and hand them out to riders not familiar with us.  

  

As always, send emails, send letters, or call when you want to report hours, or have questions.  And if I donõt re-

spond to your email, I didnõt get it!  Mary K. Church, SMMBCH Service Committee Chair; 5132 County Rd. 277; 

Palmyra, MO  63461; mkchurch@centurylink.net ;  573 - 769 - 4050; 573 - 406 - 2566  

mailto:mkchurch@centurylink.net
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NEMO River Valley Chapter  
We have been WAY busy this summer.  Unusual for us, as we did not have to deal with high water, and have been 

able to hold all our scheduled work events.  We would welcome some rain at this point! 

  

We had 80 mph winds the last weekend in June, so members have also worked on several ñunscheduledò days, to 

tackle the downfall.   On our July workday, we planned to apply water seal stain on three handicapped ramps, by 

hand.  However, when Kenny Sharp stepped up with generator, sprayer, and expertise, he made short work of 

those three ramps; others were able to continue to focus on the downfall problem.   Also, a donated culvert was 

installed and more gravel spread by members near the Spalding Trail Head. 

  

Our Youth Day was held on June 25 and we hosted 13 youth riders, ages 4-14, for a day-long event.  Morning ac-

tivities consisted of arena riding, trail safety and ethics, and LNT awareness.  After lunch cooked by members, the 

young riders and their adult sponsors went on a two hour ride on timbered trails.  Our riders were from 4-H pro-

grams or sponsored by chapter members.  Several of the kids, sponsors, and horses had not been on trailsðwhich 

resulted in some interesting experiences!  At the close of the day, the youth riders received certificates, activity 

books, and cross-tie ropes.  We received a lot of positive feedback and many requests to hold the event again next 

year. 

  

On a nostalgic note, R & R Ranch sold on Aug. 20.  Thanks to Tom and Frank Roberts for all their help and hospi-

tality while we head-quartered there.  Our next workday, Sept. 24, National Public Lands Day, we will meet at 

Von Pilkingtonôs, whose property joins the former R & R Ranch.  Members will be notified of the meeting loca-

tion for the Oct. 22-23 work weekend. 

  
  

 

 

 

Courtney and Kylie Muehring, grand daughters of NEMO 

chapter member, Pat Reinebach 

Madison McCoy sponsored by MK Church 

and Hannah Smith, grand daughter of Bob 

Guy 
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      THREE CHAPTERS HOLD YOUTH RIDES 
This yearôs youth ride turned into the plural ï youth rides!  In the past, SMMBCHôs youth ride was one ride and 

held at Big Creek Trail Ride.  This was the year for expansion so more kids could attend a ride that was planned 

and held for their benefit.  Three chapters held their own ride which expanded the number of kids who could at-

tend to over 30.  The goal for 2012 is for every chapter to hold this special event. 

 

The NEMO River Valley Chapter held their ride at the Frank Russell Campground at Mark Twain Lake.  Moun-

tain Riders Chapter held their ride at Bar K Campground in Mark Twain National Forest.  Tri-Lakes Chapter ride 

was held at BC Stables and Training Center at Fair Grove.  The SMMBCH Education Committee stressed that 

LNT Principles and Trail Ethics should be presented to the kids in an informal way along with some riding time.  

All three chapters completed this task along with a trail ride and cook out that all enjoyed.  Mountain Riders and 

NEMO River Valley Chapter gave out cross-tie halters and t-shirts.  Tri-Lakes youth spent time in an outdoor 

arena during the morning hours competing in horseback games and learning riding skills before the afternoon 

trail ride while wearing their new t-shirts. 

 

Holding chapter youth rides allows for more kids to attend since it is in their local area.  As with any change and 

first time event, much was learned to make next yearôs youth ride easier to plan.  The most vital thing learned was 

we must go outside of our organization to reach youth.  This yearôs youth came not only from SMMBCH families 

but included 4-H kids, and even members of an equestrian drill team.  There is no problem finding kids who want 

to participate but it is a problem finding the sponsors that will support the youth and get them to a ride.  Our 

youth hold the future to keeping equestrian trails that we, SMMBCH, are working so hard to preserve but they 

must learn from us how to work toward this goal.  We need to involve youth in all our activities so they can be 

prepared to take over for us when we are ready to hand over the reins.  Think about bringing your special youth ï

related or neighbor ï to your chapter meetings, workdays, and even the State Membership Meeting.  Think about 

sponsoring a youth for your chapter youth ride in 2012. 
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  Show-Me Missouri BCH ï Land Manager Ride 
 

June 8, 2011ðShow-Me Missouri Back Country Horsemen held their third annual Land Manager VIP Ride. 

SMMBCH invited Federal and State land management agencies to participate in a three hour equestrian trail ride at Brushy Creek Re-

sort and Lodge, Black, Missouri in the heart of the beautiful Mark Twain National Forestôs eastern Ozarks.  The purpose of the trail ride 

is to foster a positive working relationship by getting to know various land mangers and discussing how SMMBCH can best work with 

the agencies to provide education to the equestrian public on: riding opportunities, minimizing impact to trails, and minimizing conflict 

with other trail users. 

 

Even with the temperature soaring to almost 100 degrees, Land Managers in attendance were: 

 

Missouri Department of Conservation   Aaron Jefferies, Assistant to Director 

Department of Natural Resources/Div. State Parks   Kelley Brent, Park Operations and Planning Coordinator 

National Park Service/Ozark National Scenic Riverways  Russ Runge, Deputy Superintendent 

Mark Twain National Forest  Nancy Feakes, Resource Manager 

Mark Twain National Forest  Teresa Chase, Deputy Forest Supervisor 

Missouri Department of Agriculture  Dr. Jon Hagler, Director of Agriculture 

Missouri State Representative  Representative Linda Black ï St. Francis County, MO 

 

SMMBCH members in attendance: 

 

Chairman,  Russell Martin & wife Tammie (LNT Master) 

Vice President, Mary K. Church 

Education Chair, Marsha Copeland & husband Ed (Founding Members) 

Public Lands Chair, Allison Schottenhaml 

 

We would also like to thank George & Joann Becker, owners of Brushy Creek, and SMMBCH members for being our personal trail 

guides. 

 

Russell Martinôs pack horse was ready to carry lunch, but with extreme heat conditions we opted to have lunch in the rustic dinning 

lodge and only stopped for refreshments on the trail.  After lunch, SMMBCH used the rare opportunity of having all the agencies to-

gether to discuss the possibility of creating a 13 mile sustainable multi-use trail. This new section of purposed trail is through the Roger 

Pryor Area owned by the L-A-D Foundation, a private foundation in Missouri dedicated to sustainable forest management and managed 

by the Dept. of Natural Resources.  The new section would connect to the existing Ozark Trail that traverses the Missouri Ozarks and 

will give Missouri equestrians the only opportu-

nity to a long distance trail of almost 250 miles.  

With cooperative efforts between state and fed-

eral agencies, private landowners, and trail users, 

this vision can become reality. 

 

We believe this ride gave land managers the op-

portunity to experience our recreation in ways we 

could never put in words.  Maybe on a more per-

sonal level, agency personnel gained a better un-

derstanding of why we are horsemen and want 

to protect our historical heritage and traditions. 

SMMBCH would like to thank each agency for 

taking time out of their busy schedules to partici-

pate in this ride. 

 

Allison Schottenhaml 

Show-Me Missouri Back Country Horsemen 
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Board Member Address Address Number Email 

Chair -Russell Martin 3948 South 92  Bolivar, MO 65613 417-326-5687 foxtrot40 

@windstream.net 

David Hamilton 28088 Lynx Ave. Macon, MO  63552 660-385-5504 Dhamilton 

@cvalley.net 

Bev Steveson  156 Pear Tree Rd Troy, MO  63379  636-462-9002 bsteveson 

@centurytel.net 

Bob Voyles 1647 New  Hope Rd  Fordland, MO  65652 417-767-4681 bobvoyles 

@pobox.com 

Recording Secretary-

Sherry Copeland 

519 Good Hope Rd Marshfield, MO  65706 417-859-0600 scopeland 

@msimo.com 

Allison Schottenhaml 7127 Highway FF Londell, MO  63060 314-650-1527 wilbur94@fidnet.com 

Ken Legan 1901 E 487th Rd Halfway, MO  65663 417-445-2241 kdlegan@yahoo.com 

mailto:johnwaitman@yahoo.com
mailto:johnwaitman@yahoo.com

